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The Church in Toft

Friendship CLUB 
9th September   An autumn Outing to Coton 
Orchard Café for a special tea.  If you would like to 
join us for this outing, please contact the Secretary Liz 
Tomes  liztomes6@btinternet.com or telephone Ann 
Mitchell 01223 262516.
The Friendship Club is for over 50s.   We normally 
meet every month on the 2nd Wednesday at 2.30pm at 
Toft People’s Hall; programme followed by tea and 
biscuits. All welcome.



Toft Profiles
Our regular correspondent, 
Jocelyn Waller, has undertaken to 
interview Toft residents who have 
had fascinating or unusual 
careers. This month he gives us a 
profile of Cynan Ellis-Evans

It is no surprise that with a name like 
John Cynan Ellis-Evans that Cynan is 
Welsh. Despite a lifetime spent away 
from the principality, the name and the 
lilt in his voice give it away. The love of 
singing and a passion for Welsh rugby 
are a direct legacy of his upbringing. 

Strictly speaking, he is only half 
Welsh as his mother, Elizabeth, was 
from County Waterford in Ireland. His 
father, Hywel, met and married 
Elizabeth whilst touring in Ireland with a 
Welsh rugby club. They were living in 
Mallow when Cynan was born.

They left Ireland when Cynan was 
four and the growing family (Cynan has 
seven younger siblings) took up 
residence in Cornelly, then a village east 
of Port Talbot. A diligent student, his 
intelligence earned him a place at the 
local grammar school. 

After school, Aberystwyth University 
laid the foundations for his ultimate 
escape. Rejecting college 
accommodation, he took a hill farm, 
which he helped to run, in the Welsh 
mountains. Having initially started a 
course in biochemistry, he quickly 
changed tack and joined the 
Microbiology Department as the focus 
there was more on field-based research. 
He completed a Microbiology/
Biochemistry degree with research on 
heavy metal pollution of algae in the 
River Ystwyth. It got Cynan into a world 
of microbes and there he stayed for the 
rest of his working life.

After Aberystwyth, he ventured 
further afield. He took a lecturing course 
in Wolverhampton and spent a year in 

Portsmouth as a master’s student 
addressing an environmental question 
raised in Parliament (the polluting effects 
of toxic copper anti-fouling paint 
leaching off Royal Navy vessels in 
Portsmouth Harbour, which was partly a 
nature reserve).

He was now a qualified 
environmental researcher with a 
developing focus on life in extreme 
environments. In 1975 this led to him to 
getting a five-year contract with the 
British Antarctic Survey (BAS). This 
took him to Antarctica for the first time – 
a three-year posting to the remote British 
research station on Signy Island, part of 
the South Orkney islands in the Southern 
Ocean, about 400 miles north-east of the 
tip of the Antarctic landmass at 60ᵒ S 45ᵒ 
W. In his second winter, Cynan was 
appointed winter base commander, 
which included being the postmaster and 
local magistrate for the British-claimed 
archipelago.

Life on Signy required practical skills, 
working without supervision and getting 
on with colleagues. Despite the 
deprivations of life on Signy, Cynan the 
scientist was in seventh heaven, studying 
environments barely ever studied before.

At the end of his contract, Cynan 
travelled through South and North 
America before returning to the UK to 
publish his research and write a 
doctorate. He was then offered a 
permanent post by BAS as a Research 
Fellow and later as a Research Team 
Leader. His early polar research was later 
recognised with the award of a Polar 
Medal from the Queen.

The position with BAS brought 
Cynan to Cambridge to a desk job at 
HQ. However, over the next 25 years, he 
travelled regularly to the Antarctic 
region. This included working with 
British and Swedish researchers in South 
Georgia and with Australian and Chinese 
researchers in the Larsemann Hills, a 40 
km² ice-free coastal oasis along the coast 
of Prydz Bay in East Antarctica. He also 
worked several times in Arctic Sweden 
and on the Norwegian Atlantic 
archipelago of Svalbard, formerly 
Spitzbergen. During this time, Lake 
Vostock, the earth’s largest sub-glacial 
lake was discovered buried under 2.5 
miles of Antarctic ice. In the 1990s 
Cynan advised an international 
glaciological drilling programme NOT 
to penetrate (and likely contaminate) this 
totally pristine lake. 

Cynan became Head of the UK’s 

Arctic Office – a research and Arctic 
politics role. Later he also co-ordinated 
the first UK Arctic Research Programme 
focusing climate change modelling. As 
his seniority grew, he became more 
involved in international conferences and 
programmes, his career reaching its 
apogee when he became Interim 
Director of the International Polar Year 
2007-2009, which involved 60 nations 
and more than 50,000 scientists. 

Cynan married Tricia in 1981 and 
they lived in Comberton for a decade. 
Both were involved with the local theatre 
group, with Cynan often stage managing 
and later directing. They had one son, 
Aneurin, who became an academic and 
is now a Classics don at University 
College, Oxford. In 1994, they saw the 
light and moved to Stockshill Cottage, a 
charming property at the bottom of Toft 
High Street. 

Coming from a musical family, 
Cynan started singing and performing 
from an early age. His coal miner 
grandfather was a self-taught pianist, 
organist and composer and led his own 
choir. His father, Hywel, was lead voice 
in the choir and, later, in local light opera 
productions. Cynan sang with local 
choirs, was a violinist in the school 
orchestra and lead singer in a school folk 
group. His speciality was 
unaccompanied solo singing of 
traditional songs around the local folk 
club circuit.

In 1997, Cynan, Jake Tebbit and 
Brian Elsdon were recruited by Mark 
Catley to form a supposedly one-night 
only ‘Barber Shop Quartet’. By popular 
acclaim they continued to perform 
locally and did so for the next 17 years. 
Later he became a regular performer in 
‘Toft Session’.

Cynan retired in 2015 aged 63. BAS’s 
loss was Toft’s gain. It meant that he 
could take a fuller part in village life. He 
is Chair of Toft Historical Society and 
with Jane Tebbit, fronts ‘The Friends of 
Bourn Brook’, cognizant that pollution 
levels have had a detrimental effect on 
the brook’s wildlife, particularly the 
kingfisher population. Their work has 
confirmed that the effluent from the 
Bourn sewage treatment plant was 
adding to phosphate levels in the brook. 
At home he manages his bee hives in the 
orchard of Stockshill Cottage. 

Cynan is a charming man with an 
incredible back story. Our village of Toft 
is much enhanced by his presence.

Jocelyn Waller

Cynan Ellis-Evans
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We had a great night for the Annual Barbeque in August – 71 
people enjoyed good food and excellent company on a nice 
warm evening.
Toft Beer and Cider Festival 
The start of September sees one of our biggest events of the 
year – the Toft Beer and Cider Festival, the 20th!  It all 
started in 2005 – the dates this year are 4th to 6th 
September.  We will have a wide choice of mostly local real 
ales available; local and Herefordshire ciders and of course, 
our fabulous range of homemade food will be served 
throughout the weekend.  This includes our famous Scotch 
eggs and pasties, as well as burgers, toasties and other snacks. 
On Saturday night (from 7pm) there will be a curry and, as is 
now traditional, a full Sunday Roast at lunchtime on Sunday.

Tickets for the curry will be on sale from Thursday 3rd or 
take a chance and just turn up on Saturday evening.  The 
Roast Lunch needs to be pre-booked – tickets on sale from 
the bar from Thursday 27th August – don’t leave it late and 
miss out!

Most dietary requirements can be catered for in terms of 
beer, cider and food.  There will be live music over the 
weekend.

The festival starts on Friday at 4pm and continues from 12 
noon on Saturday and Sunday.  Full details on the website: 
https://toft.club/beerfestival
September film night 
On Saturday 19th, we will show the 2026 film The Sheep 
Detectives, starring Hugh Jackman and a host of woolly 
supporters. Every night a shepherd reads aloud a murder 
mystery, pretending his sheep can understand. When he is 
found dead, the sheep realise at once that it was a murder and 
think they know everything about how to go about solving it.  
Doors open at 7:30. The film starts promptly at 8pm.  Annual 
membership of the film club is £12 and evening membership 
is £3.

Toft Art resumes on Thursday 3rd.  Our other regular 
events continue this month with Toft Quiz on Thursday 10th 
and Carpet Bowls on Friday 11th. 
Alfie Moore 
We are excited to be welcoming Alfie Moore back to Toft. At 
the moment we are only telling people in Toft to make sure 
you can get tickets!  He returns with a fun-filled, interactive 
‘warm up’ show ahead of recording Series 10 of his award-
winning BBC Radio 4 comedy It’s a Fair Cop.  Alfie ‘swears 
in’ the audience as police officers before sharing a brand new, 
real-life scenario from his ‘casebook’. He playfully 
challenges the ‘audience cops’ to say what they would’ve 
done in his shoes - with often unexpected and entertaining 
results!  Tickets are just £18 and on sale here: https://toft.club/
alfiemoore2026.php

The Club is always open every Thursday and Friday 
evening from 8pm, plus most Saturday evenings and there is 
always a warm welcome where you can meet up with friends 
and enjoy a drink.

Keep up to date here:
Website: https://toft.club
Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/

ToftSocial

https://www.wildlifebcn.org/events
https://www.wildlifebcn.org/events
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