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TOFT PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE 648th  MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL

MONDAY 1st November  2010, at 7 PM,

 in

 THE PEOPLE’S HALL

Present: Cllr Paul Hercus (Chairman), Cllr John Betson, Cllr Martin Yeadon, Cllr Jeanne McCarten, and Cllr Elizabeth Dolman

Cllr Tumi Hawkins (South Cambridgeshire DC); and four members of the public.

In attendance: Robert Stone (Clerk & RFO).

Items

10/126   Chairman’s Welcome

 Cllr Hercus welcomed everyone to the meeting.

10/127
 Apologies, and reasons for absence      

 Cllr Whelan (Cambridgeshire County Council) sent her apologies.  She was attending Madingley’s Parish Council meeting.       

10/128
 Declarations of interest relating to items on the agenda

None.

10/129  Public Participation on Agenda items & matters of mutual interest    

County Councillor report 

             In Cllr Whelan’s absence her report was read by Cllr Hawkins.  The main issues were:         

             an update on the Guided busway; secondary school places at Cambourne, school bus routes  

              not on the County’s gritting list; lack of knowledge yet on the effects of the 

              Comprenhensive Spending Review; and her concerns about the wire construction of the 

              A428 crash barriers.

District Councillor report 

             Cllr Hawkins made a detailed report covering the impact of the Comprehensive Spending 

             Review; no funding being made by the Government for the A14 upgrade; blue wheelie bins; 

             Toft garage; and BT’s proposed update of its telephone exchanges to make the next 

              generation of fibre optic broadband available. 

Members of the public raised a number of issues, including:

· rubbish & hedge trimmings left on the High Street beyond Beldams Close;

· the wet and muddy condition of the ground near the footpath stiles; 

· the possibility of traffic calming through the village;
· the poor state of the pavement near the Chinese restaurant;
· the knocked over posts, and the missing tree guard on the village green;
· one of the village 30mph signs being hidden in a hedge;
· the blocked drain near Canners Close;

· number 5 light being out in School Lane;

· trees growing up around the lamp post on Stoney Lane;

· the leaning lamp post near Brookside; and

· the sycamore bush near the top of the Drift spoiling the view from the adjacent seat.

10/130  Matters arising from previous meeting  

	Item
	Issue


	Action

	7
	Planning 

- Application decisions

- Proposed meeting with Gareth Jones, Senior Planning Officer
	Recommendations reported to SCDC

Arranged by Clerk following briefing by Chairman.

	9
	Highways
	Several queries raised with Dennis Vacher following village inspection.  No response to date.

Clerk to chase.

	10
	Village maintenance
	Quotes requested for various village works.

	14
	Toft Fireworks event
	The FW Committee was notified that the Council content with its risk assessment subject to action to help the emergency services, if called: the post code of the recreation area being identified, the gates ground being open to permit emergency access; and an external sign.

	15
	Social Networking 
	Thanks to Cllr YeadonToft PC now has page on Facebook at 

http://www.facebook.com/?ref=home#!/pages/Toft-Community-Page/110123045716448 

This will be advertised in The Calendar. 


10/131  That the minutes of the meeting on 4th October 2010 be confirmed

The Council approved the minutes after the following amendments were made by the Chairman:

· “Yeadon” replaced “Yeadman” in the list of those present;

· In Item 8 Footpaths the words ”was a sandy” were replaced by “is locally known as sand”, and under Action “Cllr McCarten” was replaced by “Peter Gaskin”;

· In Item 15 Communication  the words “All Councillors would need to be administrators.” were deleted, and Cllr “Yeadman” changed to Cllr “Yeadon”.
10/132
  (a) Correspondence received by post

	Land Registry (Item 10/134/5)
	Query about registration of land & property

	NHS, Anglia Support Parnership
	Refusal of pharmacy in Hardwick

	Madingley, Comberton, & Harwick Councils
	Responses to pharmacy application

	Cambridgeshire County Council
	Latest mobile library times for Toft

	Vogt Solar - solar farm exhibition
	Invitation to event at Bourn on 20th Oct 2010

	Cambs CC & Peterboough CC (Item 10/134/6)
	Hearings on Minerals & Waste strategy

	South Cambs DC
	Response on use of Toft car park

	Public Works Loans Board – People’s Hall
	Latest payment of £1162 due on 1 Nov 2010 

	CPRE & Cambridge Past, Present & Future
	Hedgerow Courses on 27 & 28 Nov 2010

	Luminus Group
	News, & Annual Report.

	Fenland Leisure Products
	Play equipment catalogue


  (b) Correspondence received by email            

	South Cambs DC
	- Parish Liaison meeting 

- Weekly Bulletins

- Standards Committee Newsletter, & election of Parish Council representative

	Cambridgeshire ACRE
	Volunteers wanted for digital TV switchover

	Bennell Farm
	November 11th meeting to discuss double yellow lines outside Comberton Village College.  Cllrs Hercus & Betson to attend. 


 10/133  Finance

i)  To approve payments to 31st October 2010.  
              Two payments of £121.76 and £94.13 were approved to Karen Cameron, the former Clerk.  

              These were respectively her final transitional salary, and refund of past expenses.

             The new Clerk advised that calculation of his salary from October would be progressed when   

              his contract was agreed by the Council; and that a loan repayment relating to works on the 

              People’s Hall of £1162.42 was due to the Public Works Loan Board on 1st November 2010.  

ii) To approve quotes for village works 
             The Council resolved to approve Clive Blower’s quotes and recommendations at Appendix A

                                                                                                                               Action:  Clerk                                                                                                                         

iii)  To receive a report on progress against 2010/11 budget  

             Deferred until December. 

iv)  To consider a draft budget for 2011/12

             The Clerk tabled an initial draft budget.  Councillors agreed to consider the proposed 

              expenditure and resolved to debate it at the December meeting.   Agenda item: Clerk
v)  To approve Cambridgeshire ACRE for independent payroll services at £4.70 per month
            The Council approved the use of CACRE to determine the Clerk’s pay, and tax payable to 

               HM Customs and Excise.
10/134   Other Business item(s) requiring a decision or consideration by the Council

1. Parish Plan – How this should be taken forward?

The Council noted that the final version of the Parish Plan was still in preparation, and agreed that the latest version should be circulated to aid consideration at a future meeting.  The former Chairman of the Council, who was present, volunteered to forward an electronic copy to Councillors.               

2. Forward Planning – Initial consideration of proposals for the future

                         The Council resolved to defer this item to December meeting subject to councillors 

                            identifying three priorities to take forward in the interim.

                            Cllr Dolman reported that the Methodist Church supported provision of day centre 

                            facilities in principle but had concerns about provision of specialist care. 

3. Developing a Communication Strategy, including Facebook, and Parish 

                    Publication Scheme  

Councillors identified the following key areas to include in the strategy:  electronic information and updates on Facebook, The Calendar, and village website; display of notices on the parish noticeboard; and communicating with parishioners at Council meetings, and the Annual Parish meeting.           Action:  Clerk to draft strategy

The Clerk was requested to forward a copy of the Parish Publication Scheme to Councillors.                                                            Action:  Clerk
4. To consider application by Mr R Brown for tree works in a conservation area at 17 Comberton Road. 

           The Council considered the application, and did not identify any issues.

                                                                                                Action:  Clerk to notify SCDC  

5. To consider need to register land & property with Land Registry.

            The Council resolved to inquire whether the recreation ground, and People’s Hall, 

             were registered with the Land Registry.                      Action:  Clerk
6. To consider whether to attend hearings on the County’s Minerals & Waste Strategy commencing on 30th November 2010. 

The Council resolved not to attend as no issues affecting Toft had been identified. 

10/135     To receive reports, and consider issues arising: 

Village maintenance   

Items that were discussed, included:
 - the need for a dog bin by the church at the north end of Church Road.
                                                                                    Action:   Clerk to contact South Cambs DC

 - The possibility of installing an additional seat in Small/Pinfold Well? Lane

 - Residents being troubled by parking and litter outside the Anglian Water pumping station at Brookside.  A lockable bollard would solve the problem.

                                                                             Action:   Clerk to contact Anglian Water
Footpaths

                           -  Cllr McCarten reported that the footpath stiles would be replaced by kissing 

                                  gates, and a small area of hard standing, by Cambridgeshire CC.  

                             -   The problems on Sand Path had been discussed with Cambridgeshire CC’s new 

                                   Footpath Officer, and would be monitored.           Action:   Cllr McCarten
SCDC Parish Liaison meeting of 18th October 2010

                         The Chairman said that whilst he had hoped to attend South Cambridgeshire DC 

                            had had to limit numbers in view of demand.  He had been advised no places were 

                            available.                            Action:  Clerk to circulate SCDC’s note of the meeting.

Planning meeting with SCDC of 21st October 2010 
                         The Chairman read the Clerk’s report of the meeting to Councillors.  Gareth Jones,   

                            SCDC’s Senior Planning Officer indicated at the outset that he wished to explore 

                             possible ways forward to permit the garage to be replaced by a new house as 

                            requested by the owner of the garage. He acknowledged Cllr McCarten’s comment 

                            that villagers did not consider that the garage enhanced its surroundings within 

                            Toft’s conservation area; and that the additional traffic, noise, and parking arising 

                             from the garage did not add to the local environment.  He undertook to meet with 

                            SCDC colleagues to discuss possible options and would write to the applicant as 

                             soon as possible.  

People’s Hall
                        Cllr Betson reported that the Management Committee would like to improve the 

                          Appearance of the external seating area, and were considering moving an internal 

                          wall back to provide more space.  A new audio system costing £1500 had been 

                          approved.  Funds were available.
Councillor training

                         The Clerk reported that he would explore what training was available from CPALC                     

                            for Councillors who had yet to receive any training.     Action:  Clerk   

Administration 

The Clerk advised that several issues had been actioned, or required action.

- With the assistance of the Toft webmaster, the following dedicated email address had been set up for parishioners & Councillors to contact the Clerk

mailto:clerk@toft.org.uk
-  A mobile telephone had been purchased for calls to or from the Parish Clerk 

0777 5155 321

-  The Council noted that the signatory list for the Council’s accounts with the National Westminster Bank needed to be updated, and resolved to include all the current Councillors and Clerk to the list, and remove past signatories.  Action: RFO

-  The Clerk tabled the 1965 conveyance documents for the People’s Hall, and advised that he would had made contact with Kester, Cunningham & John, the Council’s solicitors, to ask if they could confirm that they were the deeds for the property; and whether they could provide secure storage.               Action:  Clerk
-  The Clerk also showed Councillors the original registration documents for: Toft Village Green, Mill Lane Drift, and Church Drift under the Commons Registration  Act 1965.  He also now held the Parish Council Minutes dating back to 1906.  As he had a duty to protect the Council’s legal documents he advised that he would be making inquiries of the County Archive to see if they could be deposited at Shire Hall in Cambridge.                                                                     Action:  Clerk
10/136      Matters raised by Members, including items for the next Agenda for 

                 last meeting of 2010 on Monday 6th December.  

i)   Cllr Dolman requested that the possibility of a pedestrian crossing near the village shop be debated.

  The meeting ended at 9.45pm.   

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Appendix A     

Quote from Clive Blower on 20/10/2010

TOFT PARISH COUNCIL:  VILLAGE INSPECTION OF 25TH SEPTEMBER 2010

Short term maintenance programme – Autumn 2010/Spring 2010

	
	Items identified


	Action
	Estimate

£

	i)
	Village notice board near bus shelter needs securing.  One of its legs is loose.


	Replace + cement post
	Materials £20

2 hrs =  £30

	ii)
	Parish notice board next to bus shelter needs varnishing
	Repaint with oil‑based woodstain
	Materials £5

2hrs = £30

	iii)
	Bench near village sign needs painting green.


	Rub down, prime, undercoat, green gloss
	Materials £10

3hrs

	iv
	Village well – surface cover needs          replacing.
	In my opinion, this does not need doing. It could have a clean up, but it is structurally intact, and any new one would degrade to this appearance very quickly, as it is at ground level.
	Materials £20

2hrs = £30

	v)
	Notice board for village map on Brookside needs varnishing.


	Repaint with oil‑based woodstain
	Materials £3

1hr = £15

	vi)


	Play Area:

A - play equipment & picnic tables need cleaning & coat of preservative;


	pale blue and pale brown water‑based woodstains. Not paint red wood (looks OK). Would need to close the play area for the whole day to allow it all to dry – need to warn villagers?
	Materials £60

6hrs = £90

	
	B - shed to be creosoted to protect it from the weather.
	Repaint with water‑based woodstain
	Materials £20

3hrs = £45


Please note that the figures given in the “Estimate” column are my best estimate of the time that it will take to do the jobs, and an approximation of the costs of materials. 

This is not a fixed price quote.  My estimate should be fairly accurate, but I would charge you for the actual amount of work done, and the cost price for any materials used.                   

                                                                                                                                                                             53
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